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THIS WEEK IN AG HISTORY
BY DARRIN J. RODGERS

    Joseph P. Wannenmacher, a gifted 
violinist, was dying. His flesh would 
swell, develop blisters, and rot. 
    Raised Catholic, he would turn 
to Luther’s German translation of 
the Bible and read it voraciously. 
He discovered things he had never 
heard before: Christ’s second coming, 
salvation by faith, and Christ’s power 
to heal. Perhaps most importantly, he 
learned that God is love. 
    By the time Wannenmacher was 
in his early 20s, he could barely hold 
his violin bow. In 1917, he heard 
about a group of German-speaking 
Pentecostals who prayed for the sick. 
He was at the next service. At the end 
of the service, Wannenmacher had a 
powerful encounter with God.

    He described this experience as 
being in the “operating room” of God. 
He recalled, “As I waited there in God’s 
presence ... [God’s] hands went down 
my body from head to toe, and every 
spirit of infirmity had to go. I got up, 
and I was a new man.”
    A few days later, Wannenmacher 
was baptized in the Holy Spirit.     
    In 1921, he married Helen Innes 
and started Full Gospel Church in 
Milwaukee. He went on to found six 
additional daughter churches and 
served as the first superintendent 
of the Hungarian Branch of the 
Assemblies of God. 
    Read this issue of the 1949 Evangel 
at s2.ag.org/oct291949.
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    Fifteen members of the Epic Student 
Ministries youth group at Lomax 
Assembly of God in Clanton, Alabama, 
spent three consecutive 23-plus-hour 
days, Oct. 9-12, on a school bus that 
impacted their lives and will benefit the 
lives of dozens of kids in Ecuador.
    Youth Pastor Hunter Staggs and his wife Elizabeth explain that while working 
with AG world missionaries Joil and Leah Marbut and their ministry, Hope House, 
they became aware of a need.
    “Hope House is a ministry that brings in girls from the jungle villages,” Hunter 
Staggs says. “They bring them in, educate, feed, and clothe them and introduce 
them to Christ. They really need a bus to transport these girls – so that’s what 
we decided to make our Speed the Light (STL) project this year and set a goal to 
raise $7,200.”
    Staggs says this STL event was more like a long lock-in bundled with a 
discipleship camp and fundraiser.
    “Kids who wanted to participate had to commit to raise $100 each,” Stagg 
says. “The reason for that is I wanted them to understand that it’s difficult to raise 
money. In our first devotional on the bus, we all agreed that raising money isn’t 
easy, and it’s not easy for missionaries either.”
    Staggs says that through their efforts they exceeded the goal of $7,200.
    “It was a blessing to be a part of something so much bigger than just myself,” 
says Brittney, 16, daughter of Senior Pastor Jeff Calhoun, “and it’s so exciting to 
think of all of the impact that has been made as a result of the faithfulness and 
giving of our church and our community.”

    For Agustin “Tino” Rodriguez Jr., 
more than four decades of ministry as 
an Assemblies of God chaplain began 
with a day at the races.
    Rodriguez and his wife Linda had 
graduated from Latin America Bible 
Institute only a couple of years earlier 
when an invitation came to visit the 
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club, the San 
Diego-area racetrack where many 
horses and jockeys had galloped into 
history.
    The Rodriguezes did not visit Del 
Mar in pursuit of any elusive trifectas, 
though. They were exploring the 
potential for chaplain ministry to those 
who worked behind the scenes of the 
multimillion-dollar horses and riders: 
the grooms, exercisers, walkers and 
trainers, and track staff.
    “I was trained to be a pastor, but 
when I saw what a chaplain could 
do, I could see myself in that setting,” 
Rodriguez says. “It was a lot like being 
a missionary.”
    For the next 11 years, the couple 
shared the gospel in word and deed, 
counseling those with alcohol and drug 

problems, helping estranged couples 
save their marriages, and holding 
summer barbecues and Christmas 
celebrations.
    In 1996, after earning a master’s 
degree in clinical psychology and 
gaining drug and alcohol counselor 
certification, Rodriguez headed for the 
mean streets of Los Angeles and its 
nearly 60,000 homeless men, women, 
and children. He joined the staff of the 
Union Rescue Mission.
    Rodriguez, now 64, spent more than 
17 years overseeing URM’s first-year 
program for men seeking to overcome 
addictions and get off the streets.
    Now, he works in the men’s next-
level apprenticeship program, which 
incorporates education, vocational 
training, housing, employment, and 
integration into local churches as 
men are guided toward sobriety and 
salvation.
    In addition to his five days a week 
as an AG U.S. missionary chaplain 
with URM, Rodriguez serves as an 
associate pastor at the Church of the 
Redeemer in Baldwin Park, teaching, 
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YOUTH SPEND DAYS IN BUS FOR MISSIONS
BY DAN VAN VEEN

A HEART FOR THE DOWN AND OUT
BY ROBERT E. MIMS
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    The nation with the highest 
incarceration rate is dealing with 
an unprecedented aging inmate 
population. While the overall inmate 
population declined one percent in the 
five years ending in fiscal 2013, the 
number of inmates age 50 and older 
rose 25 percent, according to a recent 
Federal Bureau of Prisons report.
    Christine Lowry, an Assemblies of 
God chaplain at a geriatric facility near 
Palestine, Texas, has sat beside 700 
prisoners in hospice care so they don’t 
have to die alone.
    “There now is a large population of 
geriatric offenders, including inmates 
who are 80 and even 90 years old,” 
Lowry says. The fastest-growing 
segment of inmates is those 80 and 
older, up 76 percent in the five years 
ending in fiscal 2013.
    Chaplains such as Lowry sometimes 
have a difficult time locating relatives 
for long-termers in hospice care. Their 
parents and perhaps siblings have 
died, and they may be estranged from 
their children.
    “We try to help re-establish contact 

with kids who aren’t in their lives 
anymore,” says Lowry, 58. “It’s vital as 
a chaplain to try to find their next of kin 
so they can make amends before they 
die. Sometimes they haven’t had any 
family contact for years.”
    Many inmates never have any 
visitors, whether relatives or otherwise. 
Volunteers are needed for hospice 
programs, according to Lowry, who 
spent a decade as a volunteer before 
becoming a state employee.
    “Prisoners who are about to die just 
need to have contact with another 
person,” Lowry says. “Just to sit and 
watch a movie with them helps.”
    “The best thing a chaplain can do 
is to encourage inmates to talk about 
memories that have values,” says 
Michael Reighard, 59, head of the AG 
Chaplaincy Ministries 46:1 Response 
program. 
    Reighard says prisoners near 
death may be more open to making a 
salvation commitment to Jesus. When 
volunteers are in short supply, other 
inmates often end up serving as a 
surrogate family to dying inmates.

    As the U.S. becomes more 
ethnically diverse, so does the 
American church. In response to the 
growing immigrant population, the 
Assemblies of God recently welcomed 
two new ethnic fellowships.
    The U.S. AG Office of Ethnic 
Relations has recognized the 
Caribbean Fellowship and the 
Japanese Fellowship, bringing the 
number of AG ethnic and language 
fellowships to 22.
    The Caribbean Fellowship includes 
ministers and churches that identify as 
West Indian, Caribbean, Guyanese, 
Jamaican, and Trinidadian.
    Ethnic and language fellowships 
connect immigrants with Christians 
who know their language and culture.    
The fellowships also provide a 
means of representation on the AG 
General Presbytery and opportunities 
for ethnic churches to partner with 
geographic and language districts.
    “As our leadership has become 
more ethnically diverse, so, too, has 
our membership,” says Scott Temple, 
director of ethnic relations for the AG. 
“Of our 3.1 million adherents in the 
U.S., more than 42 percent are ethnic 
minority or immigrant.”
    “We must continue to strengthen 
the multiethnic and multicultural 
diversity in our Fellowship,” says 
George O. Wood, AG general 
superintendent.

    Ionel Popa spoke no English when 
he immigrated to the United States from 
Romania in 1997. Now an American 
citizen who is quite fluent both 
speaking and reading English, Popa 
is concerned that the congregation of 
mostly immigrants where he pastors 
will become too assimilated to secular 
ways. So the 44-year-old Popa strives 
to keep the religious traditions of the 
home country alive.
    That is a reason the three-hour 
Sunday morning service at Eben-Ezer 
Romanian Assembly in Springfield, 
Missouri, is entirely in Romanian.
In addition to the preaching, the 
bulletin, music overheads, songs, 
Bible reading, and prayers are all 
in Romanian. In fact, everyone in 
the aging brick building hails from 
Romania, or, in the case of the 
children, their parents did.
    Some of the older attendees speak 
no English, but younger couples and 
children typically do. But not on Sunday 
morning from 9 a.m. to noon, even in 
the youth and children’s classes.
    “We all speak the same, we all pray 
the same,” Popa says.
    The morning service features 
lengthy prayers while standing and 
kneeling, mellow worship songs led 
by young people, and exuberant 
teachings from a variety of male 
speakers. Christian, U.S., Missouri, 
and Romania flags are displayed. 

WHEN AGING OUT ISN’T POSSIBLE
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY

NEW ETHNIC 
FELLOWSHIPS
BY CHRISTINA QUICK

ROMANIANS KEEP 
TRADITIONS ALIVE  
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY
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    While Jonathan Palmer and his wife, 
Heather, lived in Columbus, Ohio, they 
prayed about where to plant a church.
    “I was reading my Bible and came 
across Isaiah 1:19 (NIV): ‘If you are 
willing and obedient, you will eat the 
best from the land,’” Palmer says. 
“When I read that, I knew if Heather 
and I wanted to be obedient to God, 
we had to be willing to do whatever He 
asked us. And in that moment, I knew 
we were supposed to plant a church. 
The question was where?
    “Though it was a huge leap of faith, 
God made it clear in our hearts that 
we were to return home to Des Moines 
[Iowa] to plant a church,” he says. 

    With this in focus, Palmer went to 
Des Moines and found a venue for 
the church plant — the auditorium of 
Johnston High School. Assisted by a 
70-person launch team and Church 
Multiplication Network Matching 
Funds, provided by AGTrust partners, 
Summitcreek opened its doors on 
Sept. 13, 2015, to a tremendous 
response. During the first five weeks, 
the church saw 59 people come to 
Christ and seven baptized in water. 
The average weekly attendance is now 
173.
    “Our nursery is full, new people are 
coming every week,” Palmer says.

speaking, and counseling. Evenings 
often find him lending his expertise 
as a marriage and family therapist to 
the Samaritan Counseling Center in 
Upland.
    The plight of the homeless makes 
his heart ache most, as many return 
to a life of addiction, hopelessness, 
and poverty without completing the 
apprenticeship program.
    “In dealing with this population, 
though, you learn — and accept — that 
part of their recovery is going to be 
relapse,” he says. “But we continue to 
work to strengthen our programs and 
the aftercare.”
    Some who walk through the mission 

are just out of prison, others suffer 
from mental illnesses. Many have lost 
hope after prolonged unemployment 
or estrangement from family. But 
Rodriguez says each is a human being 
yearning for recognition and dignity.
    “These are men who have gifts and 
skills,” he says. “They have a story 
they need to tell, but they have trust 
issues, believing people won’t listen 
to them, or try to understand. But that 
story is one that could open the door 
for them to a new story, one where 
they can come to know Christ. That 
spiritual foundation begins with just 
listening.”

59 PEOPLE COME TO CHRIST IN FIVE 
WEEKS AT NEW OHIO CHURCH
BY AMBER WEIGAND-BUCKLEY

    It was a remarkably soggy Saturday 
in drought-stricken Antelope, 
California, on Oct. 17, but that didn’t 
keep thousands of children and 
family members from showing up to 
the Antelope Christian Center’s (AG) 
Harvest outreach where the church 
gave away nearly 6,000 pumpkins to 
swarms of smiling, happy children.
    According to lead pastor Bill 
Clements, the annual event has taken 
place since 2002, with hundreds of 
tons of pumpkins being given away 
over the years. However, Clements is 
quick to point out that what local media 
calls “America’s Largest Pumpkin 
Giveaway,” has also been one of the 
church’s most successful ministry 
events.
    Clements says through the years, 
thousands have given their lives to 
Christ during the event. This year 
was no exception. “My Prayer and 
Evangelism Teams reported that 212 
people made decisions to accept 
Christ Jesus as their personal Lord and 
Savior at the Harvest outreach,” he 

says.
    He adds that the teams used the 
“Nothing’s Too Hard for God” tract and 
gold pins (as team identifiers) from the 
Assemblies of God’s national Nothing’s 
Too Hard for God campaign materials.
    “Asking an unchurched stranger 
about their personal relationship 
with God requires a tract with a 
contemporary design blended with 
the simplicity of the gospel message,” 
Clements states. “Nothing’s Too Hard 
for God empowered our Prayer Team 
and Evangelism Team to effectively 
share the gospel message with 
hundreds of unsaved families.”
    In addition to free pumpkins, the 
event offered children jump houses, a 
maze, caramel apples, face painting, 
musical acts, games, and other 
activities to enjoy all for free.
    “Putting a smile on the face of a 
child is our passion,” Clements says.
    To help make the event a success, 
nearly 300 volunteers braved the early 
morning rains to set up and serve for 
the outreach.

HARVEST OUTREACH SEES 212 SALVATIONS 
BY DAN VAN VEEN


